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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 





THE INDICATOR. 


“ Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.” 
By F. J. Burgoyne. 1897. 


“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.”’ 


“The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. J. 
Octe. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 
Cotgreave (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used.””* 


‘*THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 

“All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See also “ Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F S.A. (page 360); ‘‘ Methods 


of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R.S., LL.D. ; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &c. 





_ _ * As a matter of fact. it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


t Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it. 





MAGAZINE RACKS. 
“FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 


The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library.. I can unhesitatirgly speak of its value, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS,. Secretary and Librarian.” 


* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
which similar testimonials have been received. 





THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subscribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
‘*DAILY NEWS.”’ 


‘A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature’ would, 
if properly done, be a great time-saving machine, Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave. The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 


‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.” 

“The Editor of the ‘DuBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T.W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster.” 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians 


N.B —The Contents-Subject Index will be supplied to all Library Assistants at 
educed price, if applied for before publication 


iculars of the above and also,of other Library Aids sent upon application. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Founprep 1895. Fourtn Session. YEAR 1898-9. 

Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 

JANUARY MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
1ith, at St. Saviour’s Public Library, 444, Southwark Bridge 
Road, §.13., Mr. H. D. Roberts in the chair, when Mr. A. J. 
Philip (//ampstead) will read a paper to open a discussion on 
‘* Classification.” eee 
FEBRUARY MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February 
8th, at Shoreditch Public Library, Pitfield Street, N.E., when 
Mr. W. C. Plant, Librarian of Shoreditch, will take the members 
over the recently completed buildings. 


DECEMBER MEETING. 

A meeting was held at 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 
14th, at the West Ham Central Library, Romford Road, E., 
when, after an inspection of the newly-opened premises of the 
Library and Institute, Mr. Cotgreave kindly entertained the 
company to tea. There were about forty members present, and 
amongst the visitors were Councillor G. Saunders Jacobs, chair- 
man of the Library Committee, Councillors East and Ward 
of that Committee, Mr. §. B. Russell, architect of the building, 
Dr. Ernst Schultze of Berlin, Mr. Bagguley of Canning Town, 
Mr. Bridle of East Ham, Mr. Cawthorne of Whitechapel, Mr. 
Frowde of Bermondsey, Mr. Moon of Leyton, and many ladies. 

At the meeting the last named gentleman presided, and 
there were present some additional members who had been 
detained officially. The first business of the meeting was the 
election of two scrutineers, and Messrs. Pickard (Bermondsey) 
and Young (Leyton) having been nominated, were duly elected. 
As a result of the counting of the ballot papers, it was announced 
that Messrs. McDougall and Wood had been elected committee- 
men. The voting was as follows :— 

McDougall, D. ... ws OO Vellenoweth, W. J. ... Qi 

Wood, Kk. B. ... au. we Bullen, R. F. ... ow 2 
Harris, W. J. ... ae 
Roebuck, G. E. « F 
Dinolli, H. P.... 3 
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Mr. Moon, in calling on Mr. Cotgreave for his paper, referred 
to his many tokens of prowess as a cataloguer, notably to the 
Guilles Allés Catalogue and the Subject-index. 

The paper was attentively listened to, and at its conclusion 
Mr. Dyer, in the absence of Mr. Ward, moved that the hearty 
thanks of the association be given to Mr. Cotgreave for obtaining 
the L.A.A. permission to meet in the magnificent West Ham 
Library buildings, for his hospitality, and for the most interest- 
ing paper he had read. Mr. Ward had asked him to move this 
vote of thanks, and however much he regretted that that gentle- 
man was unavoidably called away before he could move this 
resolution, it gave him the utmost pleasure to acknowledge the 
compliment Mr. Cotgreave had paid the junior association of 
librarians. Mr. Hogg seconded this vote, Mr. Ogle supported it, 
and it was carried with applause. 

Mr. Cotgreave, in reply, said: ‘It has been a source o 
great pleasure to me to receive our future librarians this evening, 
a pleasure which | trust is mutual, and which inay be ours again 
at some future date. When | consider the few opportunities of 
education and culture assistants had twenty-five to thirty years ago 
as compared with those now within their reach, it greatly rejoices 
me, and [ congratulate you and earnestly advise you to take 
every chance of availing yourselves of these advantages. Fo 
you must not overlook the fact that now the status of the 
librarian is improving, a number of rivals are springing up, 
hoping to win in a day, by university degrees and theoretical 
librarianship, but without apprenticeship or training, what you 
have spent the best years of your life striving for. In fact-you 
must be up and doing, and not mistaking enemies for friends, and 
then | have no doubt you will hold your own in spite of attempts 
which may be made to encroach upon your just claims and right 
In your publication, The Library Assistant, so ably edited by 
Mr. Dyer, your indefatigable secretary, you possess a most 
useful and interesting organ, and one which, if carried on as 
judiciously in the future as it has been in the past, cannot fail to 
advance and protect your interests in high degree. You must 
not, however, in considering your present progress forget what is 
due to the early pioneers who laid the foundation of you 
association, and with which the names of Mr. Fortune, M 
Roberts, and Mr. Peddie will ever be honourably associated.’ 
(Applause.) ; 

Mr. I’, M. Roberts then rose to move that the best thanks of 
this meeting be tendered to Mr. G. Saunders Jacobs, the chairman 
and to the members of the West Ham Library Committee, foi 
the kind permission that had been granted to the L.A.A. to visit 
West Ham, to see the magnificent buildings of the library and 
institute, and to meet in the Reference Room, and also to Mr. S. 
Bb. Russell, the architect, who had kindly come to show them 
over a building, the artistic design and decoration, the advan- 
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tageous manner of arrangement, and the economy of space and 
labour in which were admirable ; and to Mr. Cutting, chief clerk 
of the Technical Institute, who had aided in making pleasant a 
memorable visit ; to Mr. Briscoe (Principal of the Institute), they 
were also indebted for making arrangements. Mr. Wood seconded, 
and the resolution was carried nem. con. 

Mr. G. Saunders Jacobs replied, welcoming the association 
to West Ham, and wishing them all success in their efforts to 
improve the status of the librarian. As a solicitor he approved 
of professional methods, and he was sure also did Mr. Russell as 
an architect, and in the end these methods must win. Mr. 
Councillor East and Mr. Russell having also replied, Mr. Velleno- 
weth moved, and Mr. Denton seconded, a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Moon for having presided. 

Mr. Moon, in response, expressed his pleasure in seeing so 
large and enthusiastic a meeting of future librarians, and hoped 
the L.A.A. would not forget that there were other libraries 
east of London, which, if not quite so magnificently housed, were 
yet worth a visit. They had been to Poplar, and now to West 
Hain, some day he hoped to see them all at Leyton. 

The Secretary then made the usual announcements, and 
read a letter from Mr. Greenwood. On the motion of Mr. Ogle, 
who expressed the great indebtedness of the L.A.A. to Mr. 
Greenwood ; and of Mr. Chambers, who hoped that this would 
be the first of a series of most successful competitions, the 
following resolution was carried amid applause :— 

“That the best thanks of the L.A.A. be accorded to 

Mr. Thomas Greenwood, for the continued interest he takes 

in library assistants, and that his offer of £20 to found a 

series of prize essays be gratefully accepted.” 
The meeting then terminated. 


New Mempers.—-At the last committee meeting were 
elected :—Sreniors: G. i. Tilling, E. C. Brown (Bristol), and 
A. W. Hatcher (West Iam); Juniors: J. McKnight (Wigan) ; 
H. Grist (Tottenham). 


L.A.A. DINNER. 


The little gathering of 30 to 40 members and friends that 
the Entertainment Committee had thought would partake of the 
first dinner swelled to a gathering of between 70 and 80. A long 
table ran the length of St. George’s Hall—in the centre presided 
Mr. F. M. Roberts—at the middle cross table sat the vice-chair, 
Mr. §. J, Clarke, and at four similar tables sat Mr. McDouall, 
acting as deputy chairman of the Association owing to the re- 
gretted and unavoidable absence of Mr. Ogle ; Mr. B. L. Dyer, the 
Hon. Sec.; Mr. W. G. Chambers, the Hon. Treasurer; and Mr. 
A. T. Ward, the Hon. Sec. of the Entertainment Committee. 
There were many old members present and some new ones, 
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while a notable feature was the wide area from which 
came the librarians present. From far east came Mr. Cotgreave ; 
from the far north Mr. Johnston; from south-east was to have 
come Mr. Foskett, but he was unavoidably detained, but that 
district was ably represented by Penge and St. Saviour’s; from 
the W.C. district came Mr. Mason, and in one unbroken line W. 
& S.W. London swept from the county border at Hammersmith, 
through Kensington, Chelsea, St. George’s, Westminster, to 
Battersea. Assistants were there from such outlying districts as 
Croydon, Enfield, Leyton, and West Ham, and library staff vied 
with library staffas to who could be best represented. That 
there were gaps is true, however. “ednesday is not a universal 
closing day in London, and many who had wished to be at the 
dinner were detained officially. 

Of the arrangement of the hall and the thousand and one 
things that when well done are scarce noticed, but when ill done 
are only too soon remarked, it suffices to say that they were done 
in the best possible way, and reflect the greatest possible credit 
upon Mr. A. T. Ward, the Hon. Sec. of the Entertainment 
Committee. 

Grace was said, it being St. Andrew’s Day, after the 
Scotch fashion by Mr. Frederic Rogers, of Toynbee Hall, 
and the dinner was served punctually and well. After 
dinner, when the usual loyal toast had been honoured, Mr. 
W. B. McDouall, in rising to propose the toast of “ Our 
Chiefs,” regretted the absence of the chairman of the Asso- 
ciation, because he felt that Mr. Ogle was far more qualified than 
himself to do justice to the toast. But he would himself testify 
to the valuable services many of “ our chiefs” had so willingly 
and gencrously rendered to the L.A.A., and he assured those 
gentlemen, both present and absent, that the members fully 
appreciated the efforts nade on their behalf. He considered the 
success achieved by the L.A.A. was largely due to their assist- 
ance, countenance and support, and he had much pleasure in 
asking the assembled company to drink the health of ‘“ Our 
Chiefs,”” coupled with the names of Mr. Cotgreave, Mr. Mason, 
and Mr. Jones. The toast was received with much enthusiasm. 

Mr. Mason, in reply, dwelt on the need of an assistants’ 
association if it only sorted assistants into twokinds, which roughly 
corresponded with a division that he had noticed ever since he 
had been in a library. One consisted of the men whom the best 
interests of the library should be to keep, but who always left, 
because there was always room on top for men who took an 
interest in their calling—the other was a class of men that in the 
best interests of libraries were better out of their present 
calling—but who never left. He wished the L.A.A. all prosperity. 
Mr. Jones recalled the time when it would have been ‘impossible 
to have such a gathering in London—wished them all success in 
their etforts, and a successful ending to their endeavours. Mr. 
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Cotgreave expressed his great pleasure at being present—because 
he had always found library assistants were loyal helpers of their 
chiefs, and he wished their Association long life and every 
prosperity. 

Sir E. Verney, in proposing the toast of “ Literature,” 
spoke of the great value and charm of being associated with 
books as the wisdom of all the ages, and dealt with library work 
in country places, and the necessity of a knowledge of literature 
in advising readers. 

In the absence of Mr. Foskett, of Camberwell, Mr. H. D. 
Roberts replied. He appealed for a better knowledge of the 
contents of books, and a greater consideration of books as books, 
not only as numbers. The great work that the Education Com- 
mittee were trying now to do was to instil a love of literature, a 
greater regard for it in library assistants, and if at present the 
Education Cominittee did not see their way to limit their 
classes only to those actually engaged in libraries it was 
because they believed in the policy of the open door. (Oh.) 
What was good in Imperial politics was good in library politics. 
{No !) But it was-—it was a case of ‘ Let ‘em all come,” for 
the good of the profession. (No!) He regretted that the 
classes had been put olf till February, but Mr. Guppy was to 
lecture on “ Bibliography,” Mr. Burgoyne and Mr. Quinn on 
* Practical Cataloguing,” Mr. Davis on ‘ Library Law,” and 
himself on ‘ Library Administration,” and they might be sure 
the classes would be worth coming to, 

Mr. Pacy, hon. secretary of the L.A., then rose to propose 
the toast of the [..A.A., coupled with the names of the present 
Hon. Secretary and the first Chairman, in a few gracious and 
vell-chosen words, in which he bore testimony to the value of 
its work. The journal, with the tasteful design for the cover 
which he saw before him on the menu, bore testimony to the 
energy and tact of the L.A.A.; he wished it and the Association 
all prosperity, but le urged them to go slow, to remember the 
hot blood of youth, and to bear patiently with those who had 
more experience. (Applause.) 

Mr. Dycr rose in reply, and thanked Mr. Pacy for his kind 
words, and welcomed, on behalf of the Committee an d members, 
all those librarians who by their presence and words, had shown 
active sympathy with the L.A.A. He proceeded to contrast the 
warmth of the meeting, and the general success of the work of 
the Association with the greeting that had followed the meeting 
held in an upper chainber of the Library Bureau! The L.A.A. 
was not, and never had been, a trespass on ground covered by 
the L.A., and the reply to the unjust cry that had been raised 
that it was a society inimical to the best interests of librarianship 
was disproved by the personal relations between the Association 
and librarians of eminence. The L.A.A. was now blamed for 


fixing so high a standard for the profession that librarians them- 













































selves feared to adopt it. The L.A.A. sought to claim that 
there was a parallel between architecture and librarianship, and 
that even as the ultimate end of the many trades that dealt wit! 
the building of a house was to the uses of architecture so to thi 
uses of librarianship were the ultimate ends of the many trades 
that dealt with the making of a book. (lppluuse.) This was « 
high ideal of librarianship—too high for some—but a high ideal 
was best if it could be lived up to. The motto of the L.A.A 
had never been written, but in practice it had always been ‘ For 
what do we live, if not to make less difticult the lives of eacl 
other.”” It had always sought to make the way less difficult for 
assistants, and if in striving to reach its ideal of the professio: 
and to carry out its motto it had striven to go too far ahead, wa 
not that a good fault ? The question of professional educatio 

was one in which the G.A.A. had taken great interest, and thi 
action of the library assistants had resulted in good. Ina con- 
sideration of the action of the L.A. in educational matters, how | 
helpless and futile had been the result of w much talked of, imuct 
advertised scheme of examinations that were to revolutionisé 
librarianship ? Had there been a score of candidates in all the 
years, and what proportion of librarians now held certificates ? 
And then, when teaching was added to examination what could 
be said of the Summer School as the one educational means of a 
learned profession ? The classes of the newly-christened 
Education Couunittee, he claimed to have been — the 
direct result of the pertinacity of the LA.A., and 
asked how much did they owe of their development 
to the suggestion, and the criticism of the L.A.A. as voiced 
in their organ? Why,the very change of the cataloguing lec- 
turer, and the sub-division of that class as announced by Mr. 
Roberts was suggested in the journal! He regretted that while 
so much of criticism and suggestion had been adopted from the 
L.A.A., that Mr. Roberts, whose services no words could over 
praise, had alluded to what was a vital question in a jocular 
way. The education of theoretical amateurs was to go 
on—to increase unnaturally the competition, not for 
assistantships, but for chiefships. (Loud cheers). Librarians 
who themselves had been assistants should not permit the 
increase of these unnatural competitors—should remember the 
loyalty of their own assistants —who, after all, were the lawful 
heirs of their present realins. That librarians of public libraries 
very generally were in syiuipathy with the position of the L..A.A. 
was proved by the change that six months had made in this 
matter. Stz montis since it was a ‘foolish resolution,” and 
‘‘ was ordered to lic on the table.” Now it was under considera- 
tion—that it woul! be adopted was hopeless to think after the 
‘‘open door ” deciaration—but what would be the result of siz 
years’ Work if they went on with it?) And they meant to. It 
was an integral pari of the educational conditions of most pro- 

















fessions, and were the librarians noi going to help raise their 
own profession’s standard? [Ie appealed to them not to lay 
themselves open to the charge that they sought to kick down the 
ladder by which they themselves rose. (Checrs.) If witness 
were needed that the L.A.A. was right, and that it appealed to 
the best spirit of librarianship, the remarkable success of the 
organ of its opinions, The Library Assistant, were enough. That 
journal was conducted by a comiittee of assistants who worked 
loyally for it, and that journal had outspokenly voiced the mind 
of the L.A.A., and he was glad to say it could come out of the 
first year with a small but respectable balance on the right side, 
without touching the general funds. (lpplause.) Add to this 
witness the offer that Mr. Greenwood had made to found a series 
of L.A.A. prizes; witness also the united support of all the 
branches of the Library Association, of many other provincial 
librarians, and of many London librarians. He claimed that 
the unanimous stand that was being made was of real impor- 
tance, and that the adoption of the principle that lay behind it 
was only a question of time, instaucing as a great testimony 
the letter of regret Mr. Weich, of the Guildhall, had sent :— 

*T heartily wish you a most successful evening, and warmly congratulate 


your Association upon its vigorous vitality. Lam sure that the work i: 
which it is engaged will prove of benefit to the whole profession.” 


Young blood, after all, sometimes warmed quickest, aud at any 
rate did not have its noble aspirations clogged and delayed with 
considerations of expediency. Perhaps a way would yet be found 
for the adoption of a universal conception of the needs of the 
profession, and for all ages of men, with all shades of opinion, te 
be included in the four‘corners of one charier, all striving towards 
the one ideal—the betterment of libraries and of librarians)ip 

Mr. Peddie rose amid applause, and pointed out that in a: 
least one thing the L.A. was now following the L.A.A., 
that was in having a sufficiently punctual journal to make it the 
medium of the monthly announcements. The L.A. was itsel! 
the outgrowth of the American library movement, and it should 
welcome the L.A.A. as the outcome of a spontaneous outburst of 
English enthusiasm—which even yet hardly reached his ideal 
which placed librarianship as the highest = 1 save one in 
the world—that highest of all being s the schoolmasters’, wi: 
laid the foundations upon which the libraries afterwards buile 
the upper structure, (Cicers.) 

Mr. Clarke then, in a few words, proposed the Chair:nan’s 
toast, which was duly honoured. 

Mr. F. M. Roberts, in reply, spoke of the great pleasure o* 
being present. Much had indeed come out of what had beer 
described as a meeting in an upper chainber. That meeting ha! 
been called mainly at “the instigation of Mr. Fortune—(Appiause 
—and of Mr. Peddie. He was there, and with Mr. Caddie, now 
of Chester, Mr. Dougan, now sub-librarian of Oxford, and man 
others, he had taken an integral part in the formation of tas 











1..A.A. Any work he had done had been more than repaid by 
the many pleasant friendships he had formed, and much as he 
uppreciated the honour of being asked to take the chair that 
night, he hoped that on mony future occasions he could he of 
service to the L.A.A. He concluded by proposing the health of 
he Vice, which was accordingly honoured. 

Mr. A. H. Carter then rose to propose the Visitors, coupling 
with it especially the name of Mr. Fortune, whose services as 
the practical founder of the Association he recognised. That the 

\ssociation had survived the loss of its founder was true, but 

that only showed the need of such an organisation. Visitors, 

100, on this occasion were librarians, and the Committee was 

slad to welcome these as representatives of the librarians who 

had all along afforded help, and of those who had since seen the 
ise of the Association and had come to help too. There were 
Iso musical friends who had come to help, to all of whom the 

l..A.A, was indebted. (1 pplause.) 

Mr. Fortune replied, wishing the Association all prosperity, 
nd appealed for professional unanimity. 

During the evening members and friends contributed music, 
mgs, and recitations, among the members being Mr. W. J. 

Vellenoweth and Mr. W. B. May, while among the visitors in the 

wofession were Mr. Samuel Martin and Mr. H. J. Powell, who, 

vith such old favourites of the L.A.A. as Mr. T. H. Yeldham, 

Mr. B. H. Langworthy, and Mr. ‘T. Arnott, won much applause. 
With ‘ Auld Lang Syne” closed a most successful evening. 

BOOKS, &ec., RECEIVED. 

‘The Last Days of Perey Bysshe Shelley. New Details from 
Unpublished Documents by Dr. Guido Biagi. Illustrated. 
(London: T. Fisher Unwin. 6s.) 

There is an inexhaustible attraction in the story of the death of Shelley, 
Lit is no wonder that perhaps the most romantic episode in the literary 
story of this century should have led the accomplished and erudite 
ibrarian of the Laurentian Library to make orivina! research on the sy 
the tragedy. That the volume from his pen will set an end to all 1 y 
ontrovercies, one hardly dare hope—but all details are now placed as far 
yond dispute as they ever will be. The book is interesting to us not only 

s a valuable contribution to literary history, but as the work of a dis- 

ingnished confrére. 

Souvenir of the 21st Annual Meeting of the Library Association. 
Held at Southport—Preston—Wigan, 1898. London, 1898. 
(London: Library Supply Co. 3s. 6d. net). 

Library conferences have come and cone—and save, perhaps, a fading 
photograph, there remains nothing pictorial of them. Mr. Fortune is to be 
ongratulated on the charming booklet which will make the 2Ist amr 
meeting of the L.A. ever pictorially more than a memory to those wl 


present, and which brines to those who were not some of its charm. The 





» wer 


illustrations are of lasting interest, and in turning the pages of the souvenir 
*here comes a regret that in the library journals of this country no effort has 
been made to preserve for future generationsa pictorial record of upwards a 


score Of years of epoch making work. May each year be found worthy o 
euch # souvenir, and may the ingenious inventor of the idea be rewarded 
vith the purse of Fortunaius! 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 
TO SUBJECT INDEXES. 


By A. Coregreave, F.R.Hist.S., Corer LisrariaAN OF THE 
Couxry BoroucH oF West Ham. 


The title of my paper has doubtless caused many of iny 
visitors to wonder at what hour in the morning they will reach 
home. I will therefore hasten to reassure them, and beg them 
not to be alarmed, as I merely intend to touch the outer fringe 
of a subject upon which hundreds of articles have already been 
written, and which will be still further discussed as the absolute 
necessity of perfect catalogues, indexes, and frequently-published 
lists of additions becomes more apparent. My design this 
evening is to briefly allude to the value of two of the more 
prominent library publications, viz., the Catalogue and the 
Library Balletin, and one other which I hope will also become 
prominent in Public Libraries in due course, viz., the Subject 
Index. By Subject Index I do not mean necessarily a printed 
index, but written or typed indexes, applicable to anything and 
everything ; books, pamphlets, magazines and newspapers, and 
dealing with all important subject-matter contained within their 
pages, particularly the topics of the day, and especially such as 
are of local interest. For the sake of system, for which admirable 
feature the librarians and assistant-librarians of this country are 
so justly famed, I will divide my remarks under the heads of the 
publications to which J shall refer. 

It will, I fear, be considered somewhat arrogant on 
my part to venture to say anything upon a subject which has 
heen so frequently thrashed out by the most prominent English, 
American and Continental librarians, but I may, perhaps in 
excuse, say I approach it not arrogantly, but with humility, 
merely hoping that I may enunciate one or two simple ideas 
which those authorities in their might of intellect have considered 
worthy cf but little notice. In my humble opinion, the three 
principles which should have most attention are :—(1) That the 
Catalogue and its supplements should contain all the books in 
the Library, even to the latest addition. (2) That in its com- 
pilation the requirements and conveniences of the readers should 
be considered rather than the aspirations or eccentricities of a 
librarian or a committee. (3) That if the necessity of a Cata- 
logue is admitted, the system of issuing the books should not 
be one which renders the catalogue valueless in the eyes of the 
readers and causes them neither to buy copies for home use, nor 
even to use those provided at the library. The more I have read 
about, or discussed with other librarians, various kinds of cata- 
logues :—Author, Subject, Classified and Dictionary, the more I 
have been convinced that the Dictionary plan is the best for the 
Public Library reader, not only in its simplicity and readiness 
of reference, but also for its comprehensiveness. 
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Of course, the value of the dictionary catalogue, like that of 
any other, must depend upon the experience, ability, and last, 
but not least, the common sense and judgment of the compiler. 
Tam acquainted with a large number of admirable dictionary 
catalogues, each of which possesses special features of value ot 
its own, but all of which have one feature in cominon, viz., 
absence of perplexity for the ordinary reader. There are some 
who consider the difficulty of understanding a catalogue the 
surest proof of the ability and profound learning of the compiler 
This is well illustrated by the tale of the old Scotch lady who 
said, after hearing the new minister for the first time, ‘‘ Eh, but 
he’s a learned mon, for I did’na ken a word he said.” This is 
where the danger lies; but I sincerely trust that the younge! 
generation of librarians now in course of development, will eve 
study the public interests and requirements rather than their own 
ideals, although sometimes they may be called upon to sacrifice 
some cherished scheine of their own, to which they have devoted 
many hours of thought and study. Close classification may be 
carried out to such an extent as to be a labour rather than a help 
tothe reader. Classification is, as arule, much nore difficult for the 
reader than the classifier, who knows where he has placed or 
misplaced a book, and it must be remembered that a book inisplaced 
in either the catalogue or the book-case is a book lost so far as the 
reader is concerned. If exact and scientific classification is 
necessary for special readers and students, it is best carried out 
in the form of class lists, which are more economical and con- 
venient for both the library and the reader; at the same time 
these lists should be subsidiary to the general dictionary cata 
logue, not subversive of it. The ordinary reader prefers one 
alphabet rather than a dozen. 

Though the Dictionary Catalogue is in general use, and is 
likely to remain so, there is some division of opinion as to the 
respective merits of annotations and what may be called subject 
index references. No doubt in the case of many works a briei 
explanatory note is of great value to the reader. To the vast body 
of readers, who have little if any knowledge of books, subject 
index references are more useful, e.y., in a certain classified 
catalogue appears the following entry :—Spain, Chapman (A.) and 
W. J. Buck. Wild Spain, &e., followed by the note, ‘‘ Contains 
Chapters on the Gypsies.”” Now, if that note, instead of occupying 
space here, had been entered under Gypsies, with the reference sci 
Chapman and Buck’s “ Wild Spain,” it would, without requiring 
any more space, have immensely increased its value to those 
requiring this special information, but who not requiring a work on 
Spain, have no reason to refer to this part of the catalogue, and 
fail to benefit by the note which appears there. However, where 
a library ean afford-to publish a catalogue containing both annota- 
ations and index references, [ should say by all means have both 

Another matter of controversy is the manner in which the 
author of an auonymous or pseudonymous work should be dealt 
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with, so1ie being of opinion that all works should be treated as 
their authors have treated them on their title pages ; anonymous 
works to remain anonymous, and where pseudonyms are given, the 
works to be entered under them. If the name of the author of an 
anonymous work is known it certainly seems a pity not to give it 
in the catalogue, and thereby convenience and instruct not only 
the readers but also the library staff. The work, however, should 
be entered under its title. Works written under pseudonyms should 
be entered under them unless the author's real name is better 
known, as in the case of Dickens, whose early pseudonym of *‘ Boz.” 
is now obsolete ; while on the other hand comparatively few lovers 
of Ouida” kuow that this author’s real name is Louise De La 
Raime¢, and, therefore, would not look for her works under that 
name in the catalogue. However, whichever name is entered, 
a cross reference should be made for the sake of the readers. 

Probably no branch of library work has caused more con- 
troversy, and I regret to say, bad feeling and unkind aspersions 
than cataloguing. One cataloguer is never tired of making attacks 
on a “ inuch-belauded catalogue.” which “ plays to the gallery,” 
etc.; another takes opportunity to slate this catalogue, by saying 
‘what is the good of giving references to some of the books in a 
library without you do so to all?’ No doubt to him this appears 
a knock-down arguinent. I would like however to ask this gentle- 
man if, being hungry, someone were to offer him half a loaf he would 
refuse it unless he could get the whole? He practically says if one 
of your readers asks you to advise hiin what to read on a certain 
subject, you must not advise him of the books you know unless 
you can give him the name of every book in the library dealing 
with the same question. Was ever anything more absurd ? 
Some time since an attack was made upon the first catalogue of 
a well-known Library. Not deterred by the fact that its compiler 
had gone to the land * where the wicked cease from troubling and 
the weary are at rest,” his catalogue was reviled bitterly, simply 
because it had been universally commended as being, for the pur- 
poses of the readers, miles ahead of any catalogue of its own date ; 
aud even now it is far more useful to the Public Library reader 
than many latercatalogues. But it was ever the same. Those who 
have not the ability to build up are ever the ones to destroy the 
work of others, or to injure its reputation, that the comparison with 
their now inferiority may no longer exist, or be so readily available. 
I sincerely trust, however, that the good time is coming when 
kind forbearance with one another’s mistakes, and recognition 
of each other's yood rather than bad points, will be conspicuous 
among us, the lion of ‘‘ open access’ lie down with the Indicator 
lamb, and peace reign upon earth. 

Mr. Turner’s able and exhaustive paper on bulletins leaves 
very little for me to add. As you all know, these publications 
have for some years been issued by American libraries, and it is 
olly of late that our English libraries have scen fit to verature 
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ipon their introduction. Clerkenwell, Brentford, Leyton, 
Willesden, Battersea, Nottingham, Cardiff, West Ham, and 
probably a few other libraries, issue these useful little journals, 
and soon I hope that every library will do so, The main 
obstacle in the way of their more extensive adoption has, |] 
think, been the question of profit and loss. In the ease of the 
West Ham “ Library Notes” there has been neither profit nor 
loss, pecuniarily considered, but there has been great profit to 
the readers in the convenience of having quarterly supplements 
to the catalogue and other useful information provided. The 
cost of production is just about covered by sales and advertise- 
ments, so that it is no charge upon the library funds. Of course 
there are many opinions as to what the nature of their contents 
should be, and how far they should assume a literary character 
as distinct from that of a catalogue. 

Undoubtedly the first and main object of such a journal 
should be to give the readers information of the additions to the 
stock of books, but in spite of the dictum that nothing else 
should be inserted I venture to think that an occasional notice 
of a book or an author, or a paper on library matters, is not out 
of place in such a journal, and being there will attract the notice 
of those whose literary research is generally confined to novels, 
and who will therefore get a little solid reading unawares, as it 
were, to themselves. I think that with bulletins as with 
catalogues, the librarian of any particular place is the best 
authority as to the character his own should take, and as to 
what is most likely to suit and interest his readers. 

The difference between the catalogue and the index is that 
the one is a guide to books, and the other to parts or contents of 
books. ‘The value—nay, absolute necessity—of the index to an 
educational work no ene will deny; it is therefore obvious, if 
the reference to a chapter or page, or to a particular subject, is 
so valuable in one book, how much more so it must become when 
m the same subject index references are given to many books 
and the character of the article in each defined. Such is the 
Ibject of the subject index upon which I am engaged, and which 
| hope may be found useful, not alone in West Ham, but also in 
many other libraries. That I am justified in this hope is to 
some extent borne out by the fact that over 600 copies are 
ready subscribed for, chiefly by English and American 
librarians. 

It will be generally conceded that a work which brings 
together under subject headings the vast amount of matter 
contained in magazines and other works, whose titles give no 
clue, should be of inestimable value to the student, as also to 
the librarian, not alone by its aid in saving time and labour, but 
also by the immense amount of information given and the 
reduced strain upon the mind and temper. 

We need only refer to Poole’s valuable Index to Periodical 
Literature to prove the truth of this contention so far as 
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periodicals are concerned, and to the A.[..A. Index to General 
Literature, for its value in respect to other works, though to a 
modified extent; and in connection with these American works 
some persons will doubtless argue that they are sufficient, and 
that it will be the easiest and simplest way to remain satisfied 
with them, and to depend upon American librarians for future 
additions and supplements. But while admitting that these 
works are of great service to English librarians and readers, I 
un of opinion that they do not fully supply what is required by 
them, viz., matter sufficiently devoted to British literature and 
iuterests. I might also point out that it is not usual for our 
sation to take a back seat, or to rest content with anything 
which another may choose to give it. Naturally literary guides 
of any kind produced by Americans will incline to those matters 
and methods interesting to their fellow countrymen, and for 
such portion as may be valuable to us, we have undoubtedly to 
thank the fact that in the compilation of these works Americans 
have to depend largely upon English publications and authors. 
[t is searely creditable, therefore, that possessing such a splendid 
heritage of literature we should depend upon others to realise 
their value in a practical form for our use. It is only right to 
admit here that a valuable index to periodicals has of late years 
been issued from the ‘“ Review of Reviews” office, but it only 
dates back to 1890, and at least two catalogues have been 
published, those of Newcastle (the first one) and Guilles-Allés 
Libraries, which in addition to the ordinary book entries give 
some references to their contents. There will also be some who 
will deny the necessity of such indexes, in addition to 
catalogaes and librarians. To them I will only say, name any 
catalogue which in addition to the entries of the books under 
aiithor and subject, gives adequately their contents upon subjects 
other than those named on the title pages, and as to the lidrarian, 
however great his knowledge of books and bis obligingness and 
leisure time may be, the results of his utmost efforts will be in- 
tinitesimal compared with what can be accomplished by a good 
subject index. We may name a few reasons for this. (1) Not 
requiring meals, or holidays, or having committee meetings, 
correspondence, or other library duties to attend to, or being 
subject to illness, the index is always present and available. (2) 
It is not limited to one reader at a time, but is, so to say, 
ubiquitous, subject to the nuimver of copies provided. (3) Its 
memory is inexhaustible, and any thing and every thing once 
committed to it is never forgotten. (4) It is strictly impartial, 
and never loses its urbanity, however troublesome and stupid its 
readers may be. (5) It never dies or changes its berth, but is 
permanent Official, and its only change is its continual growth 
in value. The librarian’s primary duty is the general superin- 
tendence and watchfulness over all the library work, the staff 
and other interests, which require most of his time if he is todo 











justice to the respousibilities of his position. Besides, no man 
ix capable of mentally committing to memory even the titles of 
all the books in an ordinary public library, it is therefore un- 
reasanable to expect him to be a walking eyclopwdia of thei 
contents. But even if this were possible how many readers 
could he assist personally in a day without neglecting his other 
duties Allowing a quarter of an hour for each one, and 
supposing he could spare four hours for this work he would lh« 
able to assist about 16 persons of the more pushful sort, while 
some hundreds of readers with less cheek but more merit would 
be neglected. 

A few illustrations, giving the contents of certain books, will 
also give some idea of the value of an index to them, e.y., Grant 
Allen's ‘‘ Falling in Love,” treats of evolution, thunder-bolts, 
food, &&. Huxley’s ‘‘Collected works” of Nihilism, ethics, 
evolution, and chalk ; Simond’s “ Commercial Products of the 
Sea’ treats of sponge, oysters, tortoise-shell and amber ; 
Buruley’s ‘‘ Romance of Modern Industry” of leather, wool, 
india-rubber and needles; Brand’s “ Antiquities” give some 
account of will-o’-the-wisp, witches, fairs and mermaids; 
Andrew's “ England in the Days of Old”’ treats of old stlye 
baking, wigs, éc. Hervey’s ‘‘ Dark Days in Chili” contains 
good article ou torpedoes; Keane’s “ Asia” contains a muc 
better description of Japan than is found in most other works « 
Asia; Jevon’s ‘* Methods of Social Reform,’’ among other ini- 
portant matters deals with library indicators, while the ‘‘ English 
Illustrated Magazine” (vol. 16, p. 49), under the heading « 
“ Spell-bound,” gives a lamentable account of the intoxicating 
effects of the seria! literature contained in the St. Martin’s Publi 
Library. I do uot think it will be necessary for me to describ 
the form of index which [ consider most useful, as the specimen: 
of iny own ivdex will best explain the plan which I conside 
mosi simple and easy of comprehension by the class of reader, 
and for the purposes for which it is chiefly intended. I hav: 
received numerous letters kindly commending this work, and 
Mr. Passmore Edwards, who thinks very highly of ii, has 
allowed me to dedicate it to him. 

In conclusion, [ must take this opportunity of calling 
attention to the generous and progressive spirit shown by th: 
West Ham Town Council and their Library Committee in 
publishing this index, as in everything else for the general 
advantage of the Borough. There is no town in the British 
Isles, or for the matter of that, elsewhere, where the work of the 
municipal officers is more largely supported and appreciated than 
it is here, and I am glad that my Chairman, Mr. Saunders 
Jacobs, who takes the greatest possible interest in the progress 
of the Libraries, is here to-night to meet you. It would be an 
Oversight not to say a word also in acknowledgment of the 
services of the West Ham Library Staff, who, as led by Mr. W 
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H{. Bagguley, have assisted me in my work here faithfully and 
well. They have all been ambitious for the progress of the 
Library, and the example set by the senior assistants, Messrs. 
Whitwell, Hatcher, McDougall, and Clark has been influential 
for good with the juniors. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


[The Editor solicits expressions of opinion on all matters of 
interest to the profession, but does not hold himself responsible for 
the views or opinions of correspondents. ]} 

CAN AN ASSISTANT BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
L.A., OR MUST HE BE AN ASSOCIATE? 
Deak Mr. Eprror, 

Thank you for publishing in your columns the exact 
wording of the L.A. Charter ; and for your outspoken declaration 
that the L.A. should attract assistants as members. 

But can London assistants afford a guinea annually for 
meetings they can seldom get to? And has not the success of 
your organisation proved the need of a real live associate branch 
of the L.A., with regular meetings separate from the monthly 
members’ meetings ? 

Your Association attempts to set up the standard for our 
profession that other professions adopt—and have not many of 
these real and actual associate branches acting as feeders to the 
parent? Is there no means by which the pioneer work of the 
L.A.A. may be officially recognised by the Council of the L.A., 
und the present amount of energy wasted in running two 
associations and two journals be better used for the good of our 
profession. 

Tam, yours, tc, A LONDON LIBRARIAN. 


THE L.A. CLASSES: THE OPEN DOOR. 


To the Hon. Sec. L.A.A., 
Dear Sir,— 

Adverting to your letter of the 27th October, enclosing 
copy of a resolution passed by the L.A.A. with respect to the 
classes held by the L.A., the Council have had the matter 
under consideration, and I am directed to inform you that it has 
been decided to make no change in the arrangements hitherto in 
force as regards the admission of students to the classes. 

I am, yours faithfully, FRANK PACY, 
3/12/98. Hon. Sec. L.A. 


Dear Mr. Epiror, 

In the first place, what on earth has the open door of 
politics to do with the Education Classes? It would, no doubt, 
if many outsiders took it up make competition keener, but that 











surely would not benefit the profession, certainly not Uie chances 
of the assistant, who, as it is, has competition enough with his 
fellows. The present Chief Librarian had not to fight for his 
position as his successor will have to, and therefore he ought to 
use his influence, and his influence is great, in preventing the 
education of ‘‘amateurs.” This, it appears to me, is only just, 
and it was evident when the expression was used at the dinner 
that by far the greater part of those present did not agree with 
the comparison of the open door of politics. 

Of course library assistants are ever mindful ci the 
exertions that the Education Coimmittee has made in their 
behalf, and they trust that its members do not think them 
ungrateful, but at the same time I would remind assistants that 
they have amply paid for everything they have had, and that 
nobody is out of pocket over last year’s classes, except, perhaps, 
some of the Assistants themselves. 

Mr. Editor, I, and as was very apparent, every assistant 
who listened to your vigorous speech, short as it was, was deeply 
struck by the undeniable truths which you delivered, and I for 
one am convinced that it were better to have no classes at all 
than to allow without protest the theoretical education of men 
who would compete with, and in time, perhaps, oust librarian 
from their own profession, for be it remembered that librarians 
are chosen by committees more or less ignorant of a librarian’ 
true qualifications. 


Yours in syinpathy, ANTI-OUTSIDER 


Dear Mr. Environ, 

At the present Moment when the burning q iestion of the 
hour has very grandiosely been coimpared to a phase of Imperial 
politics, it may be of interest to compare it with a sinall incident 


f domestic politics. There are open doors, and open doors, and 
I 


hat the library assistants are seeking to close, it seems to me, 
is not the open door which fills the profession, but a back-stairs 
door which should never have been opened, and which it is 


sought only to open when some particular plum of the 


profession is to be captured by some particular pet of some 
particular person, with or without particular consideration. 





This being so, may I, who am not a librarian or an assistant 
(if two things can differ which are parts of the same profession) 
remind you of a similar back-stairs door, and what Sir Henry 
Irving did to close it. live rybody in London knows the long 
passage one Waits in to get to the pit door of the Lyceum—who 
has not waited there to see Malvolio and Shylock. Portia and 


Beatrice, etc., etc. ?—with a blank wall on one side and the 


doors of a certain place of refresuiment on the other, while at 
the end facing the Strand is the pit door. 

It became customary for the proprietor of this place of 
refreshment to allow Dp rsons to wait in the warm and ens 4 
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of his house, and then to permit them to enter from the doorway 
nearest the pit entrance, and thus to enter the theatre before 
those who had been waiting in possibly inclement weather for 
some time their natural turn of entry. And it was said that 
persons complying with the formula of purchasing goods at this 
establishment could without waiting enter its Strand doors and 
pass straight to the pit door of the theatre at its moment of 
opening. The attention of Sir Henry was no sooner drawn to 
this than he at once took steps to prevent the injustice, and with 
the countenance and help of the L.C.C. iron railings now 
protect the patient pittites from the onslaught of favoured late 
comers. 

This comparison may be as far beneath the question as the 
other comparison was above it, but perhaps it may be of interest 
to your readers. 

Yours truly, M. B. R. 
Dear Sir, 

[ trust the L.A.A, resolution ve outsiders will be triumphant. 
To my mind their admission is both preposterous and unjust. 
Library assistants have enough difficulties and competitors in their 
own ranks without those who ought to support and assist them 
endeavouring to still further burden them by encouraging the 
competition at theoretical examinations of men who have had 
more time and opportunity to coach themselves up for the 
occasion, but who, if appointed to posts, would be continually 
asking the practically trained assistants how to du cvery item of 
their work, 

Yours faithfully, A. COTGREAVE. 
West Ham, 8/11/98. 


DEAR SIR, 

. .. While I am thoroughly in sympathy with every reason- 
able movement for the education of library assistants and the 
general improvement of their status, I could never support such 
a resolution. .. It is plain that by so doing great injustice 
would be done to members of the L.A. who are not librarians, 
but who may wish to attend practical classes carried on by an 
association to which they contribute. On this plea alone your 
case entirely fails, in my estimation, but I know of other reasons 
which would have even stronger effect upon my action. I am 
sorry [ cannot support your association in this matter. 


Yours truly, JAMES D. BROWN. 
Clerkenwell, 3/11/98. 


DEAR Sir, 

... Lf am not at this juncture prepared to support [the 
resolution of the L.A.A.].. The matter requires careful con- 
sideration, and | thank you for the reasons advanced by the 
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L.A.A. ... Would it not be preferable to the staff that a new 
assistant should have some knowledge of library work before he 
came rather than that he should be totally ignorant? On this 
subject is your association aware that legislation has encouraged 
the youngsters amongst us to learn ‘‘manual training,” so that 
when they enter the workshop they may not be lacking in an 
elementary knowledge of tools and their uses? I think your case 
would be strengthened if it could be proved that library 
assistants are crowded out or even impeded in the classes by the 
admittance of non-library assistants. Is it a fact that the 
classes are self-supporting? If not, would not the fees of non- 
library assistants be of service to help supply the deficiency ? 
Everything that would tend to help the library assistants would 
be most favourably received by me, and I have every sympathy 
with them. But I have yet to learn that the exclusion of a few 
(? half-a-dozen) non-library assistants would tend to improve the 
status or knowledge of the assistants. . . . Wishing your asso- 
ciation a successful winter session, 

Yours very truly, CECIL T. DAVIS. 
Wandsworth, 4/11/98, 
Dear Sir, 

... . I will give it careful consideration. 

Yours faithfully, THOMAS MASON. 

St. Martin’s, 4/11/98. 


Dear Sir, 

Your letter and resolution of the L.A.A. received to-day 
should be of use, and will strengthen the hands of those who 
take the same view. I have all along contended for a limitation 
of the classes... . You may rely upon my doing my best in 
the matter. Yours faithfully, J. HENRY QUINN. 
Chelsea, 3/11/98 
Dear Sir, 

Thanks for your note of November 2nd. I quite agree with 
your resolution. ... Yours faithfully, PF. J. BURGOYNE. 
Lambeth, 9/11/98. 

Dear Sir, 

.I may say [ am heartily in sympathy with your 
resolution. Yours truly, R. K. DENT. 
Aston Manor, 2/9/98. 

Dear Sir, 

. . . . Personally I am in sympathy with the resolution. 
Yours faithfully, J. POTTER BRISCOE. 
Nottingham, 19'8'98. ‘ 

[These letters are a small selection from the Hon. Secretary's 
letter-box. He will be glad to set aside a space month by month 
for the insertion of signed letters from librarians and assistants 
dealing with the matter.) 











139 


THE LONDON LIBRARY. 

The new buildings of this historic library were opened on 
December 5th. They are perfectly simple, with the essential 
qualities of light and air, and stand on the old site in St. James’ 
Square. On the ground floor is the lending department, a large 
and lofty room with desks on either side. The first storey is 
occupied by the reading room, lined with galleries. No ladders 
will be required to find books, the committee boast, and every 
member can now hunt personally if so desirous. Behind these 
rooms are passages with grille floors stacked with books, and 
the whole is lit with electric light. Mr. Leslie Stephen, as 
President of the Library, presided at the opening, and gave an in- 
teresting and amusing address, Lord Wolseley followed, and after 
relating the famous anecdote of Thackeray, who sought to find 
‘‘ what breeches General Wolfe wore, and what snuff he used,” 
concluded by saying “I too, like books—I like the feel of them, I 
like their backs.” Mr. Lecky pleaded for self-education, and 
claimed that the value of schools was exaggerated. The Bishop 
of London spoke as one ‘‘ condemned from no fault of his own 
to be respectable ’’ ; Sir Courtenay Boyle spoke of the charms of 
Blue-books. The Earl of Crewe, seconded by Mr. Frederic 
Harrison, proposed a vote of thanks to the librarian. Mr. C. T. 
H, Wright, the librarian, concluded with a pleasant and success- 
ful speech, quoting some amusing instances of questions that 
had been asked him, 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

DunbrEe.—A Boulton and Watt engine (value £400) has been 
presented to the library. There is another such engine at the 
KXelvingrove Museum, Glasgow. In 1877 a similar engine, 
built in 1785, was offered to Birmingham by Whitehead 
und Co., and it is of interest to note that the house once occupied 
by Watt is tenanted now by Mr. G. Tangye, who has formed a 
Watt Museum there. 

FarsLEy.—The Council has been petitioned to convene a 
necting to consider the adoption of the Acts. 

HawortH.—The Acts have been adopted, and an effort is 
being made to raise £700 to erect a library. 

Lricrester.— A new branch at Woodgate, North End, was 
opened on November 4th. 

LuANDuDNO.—The valuable collection of curios of the late 
Mr. T. Kendrick, said to contain the finest fossils and shells in 
North Wales, has been placed in the library to form the nucleus 
of amuseum. The buildings are to be enlarged. 

Mite Enp.—On December 5th a public meeting was held 
to urge the Vestry to put into effect the Acts which were adopted 
some years since. 

O._pHAM.—The staff of the libraries have formed an associa- 
tion for the purpose of discussing matters relating to library 
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work, and at a meeting held on the 5th ult., a very interesting 
paper was read by Mr. C. Owen, librarian of the North Moor 
Branch Library, on ‘ Free Libraries, the Working-men’s Uni- 
versities.”’ 

Putney.—The plans and elevation of the new library (M. B. 
Adams, architect), with descriptive notes appeared in the 
Building News of December 16th. 

SourHwARK, St. OLAVE AND S. JoHn.—On November 28th, 
the Duke of Cambridge opened an institute, which has been 
built out of parochial charity funds, on the lines of the City 
institutes, and which contains a lending library. 

WHITECHAPEL.—On December 9th Viscount Peel laid the 
foundation stone of the Art Gallery, adjoining the library. Mr. 
P. Edwards is giving £5,000, and the City Parochial Charities 
provide £500 a year as endowment. The management is vested 
in 17 trustees appointed by the Parochial Charities Board, the 
Library Commissioners, Toynbee Hall, the Royal Academy, etc. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Carter, P., to be an Assistant at Christchurch P.L., 
Southwark. — 

THE L.A.A. GREENWOOD PRIZE ESSAYS. 

The importance of this scheme can be gathered from the 
fact that £20 is to be distributed in prizes, and that Mr. J. 
Potter Briscoe, I.L.A. (Nottingham), Mr. J. D. Brown 
(Clerkenwell), Mr. R. K. Dent (Aston Manor), Mr. L. Inkster 
(Battersea), Mr. J. H. Quinn (Chelsea), and Mr. W. H. K. Wright 
(Plymouth) form the advisory board. 

All British library assistants will be allowed to compete, 
and the only condition attached to the prizes is that the essays 
premiated shall at the discretion of the L.A.A. Committee be 
read at some monthly meeting of the society, and published in 
its journal. 

The full list of essay subjects and prizes will be published 
in the February journal, as it is not yet completed, but there 
will be at least two subjects with first and second prizes for 
scniors, and two subjects with first and second prizes for junior 
assistants. ee 


NOTICES. 

All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion, or as to this journal, should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. B. L. Dyer, Old Brompton Road, S.W. 

All matter for the February number should be sent in on 
or before the 15th January. 

All applications for books in the library of the L.A.A 
should be addressed to the Hon. Librarian, Mr. A. H. Carter, 
St. Martin’s Public Library, W.C., and not to the Hon. See. 








VERY possessor of a library, no matter of how few volumes, recognises the 

desirability of keeping a proper record of it. This can only be done with 

perfect satisfaction by means of the card system, and the following are its chief 
advantages :—- 

1.—Strict alphabetical sequence can always be maintained. 

2.—Books can be catalogued under author, title and subject, and arranged in 
the same index, cross references being made where necessary. 

3.— When a volume is lent to a friend, a note to that effect can be entered on 
the card in a permanent or temporary way, and date of borrowing 
and return affixed. 

4.—Any notes respecting date of accession; where purchased or how other- 
wise obtained ; the owner’s or his friend’s opinions and comments on 
the book ; remarks as to re-binding, etc., etc., can all be recorded upon 
the card relating to the book in question, as the owner desires. 

The material of the cards is guaranteed to be of the finest quality obtainable, 
and to wear for very many years. 

The Cabinets also are the best that money and experience can produce. 

We believe that in placing this useful contrivance before book readers, at a 
moderate price, we are supplying an appreciated necessity. 





Further particulars and prices may be obtained of— 


; LIBRARY BUREAU, Ltd. 


(Cedrie Chivers Manager), 
10, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C 














SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Wash- 


able Cloth, specially manufactured for us. 
GUARANTEE—We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the book 





BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS IN 
LEATHER OR CLOTH. 





Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, 
without Lining or Stitches; practically indestructible. 


AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR SANITARY 
WASHABLE CLOTH. 


One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


‘Chelsea Public Libraries, 
December 3rd, 1896. 


Messrs. Banting & Sor have been the bookbinders to these 
Libraries from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every 
satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and carefully 
earried out. 

The fact that they are binders under contract toa large number 
of Public Libraries is sufficent proof that in this particular line they 
are difficult to beat. 

J. HENRY QUINN, 
Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Commissioners.” 


Particulars, Prices, and Samples on application. 


J. BANTING & SON, 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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